IN THE SPECIFICATION 

Please replace the paragraph of the abstract, beginning on page 14, line 2, with the following 
replacement paragraph: 

A network processor or other type of processor includes first classification circuitry, 
scheduling circuitry and second classification circuitry. The first classification circuitry is configured 
to determine for a given packet received by the processor whether the packet has one or more errors. 
The scheduling circuitry in an illustrative embodiment receives an indication of the error 
determination made by the first classification circuitry, and based on the indication controls the 
dropping of the given packet from the processor memories if the packet has one or more errors, e.g., 
via a flush transmit command. The second classification circuitry, which may be implemented as 
a single classification engine or a set of such engines, may be configured to perform at least one 
classification operation for the given packet, e.g., if the packet is supplied thereto by the scheduling 
circuitry. Particular classifica t ion ope r ations performed by a t least one of t he first and second 
classification circui t ry arc programmabl e via sof t war e tha t may be suppli e d t o t he processor via an 
associa te d hos t d e vic e . Th e proc e ssor may be configur e d as a network processor int e g r a t ed circuit 
to provide an inte r face be t ween a network and a swi t ch fabric in a router or swi t ch. 


2 


